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Ttitetm hahemm in Ohfewatorio ad id paratum^ per fornicum 
jvramina cceb perDium^ altitudinis a fundo^ quo fcala commode du- 
cit^ pedum ferme ducentorum^ fed operibm fabrorufn^ fupremum for'- 
nicem fulcientibm^ adhuc impeditmiu Itaque nihil nobis per eum 
holienvj tentare licuit. Gratia^ interim Tibi ago maximas^ Vir 
Clarijjime^ pro commmkatir D. Hookil Obfer^vationibm^ qu£ no- 
bis majOYi erunt incitamento ad correfpondentes injlhuendas, Vaky 
^' me ama. 

Obfervatiom concerning the Comet that was feen in Brafil, An: 
1668. in March, by P. Valentin Eftancel a Jeftiit^ and by him 
fent to Home ,• where they were printed in the pth Italian Gior- 
nale de Letterati^ Septemb. 31. 1573. 

THis being the fame Comet with that^ taken Notice of in 
Numk 35. of thefe Trads^ and our Account^ then given 
of the fame, being likely to receive fome Advantage and Light 
from thefe Obfervations, made in Brafily and but lately come 
to our Hands, we thought it would not be un-acceptable to the 
Curious in England^ to fee them Englifh'd out of the Italian^ 
and here inferted. They are as followeth ^ 

There hath not been a Fh^nomenon this great while, of which^ 
as of this, I am now going to defcribe, we have had Obfervations 
from all Parts of the World. Thofe from Europe and Afia may 
be feen in our 3^ and ^th Giornale. Now I have received -thofe 
of America^ made in the City of St. Salvador^ in the Southern 
Latitude of 12 deg. 47 min. Likewife the Jefuit 1^. Fietio Su- 
farte^ Re<ftor of macao^ in the Eaft-Indier^ well vers'd in Mat- 
ters Aftronomical, writes to have feen the fame all along the 
Coaft of Bona Speranza^ though he communicates no particu- 
lar Obfervations, becaufe he wanted Inftruments to make accu- 
rate Onesy and to fee the Head of this Comet. 

To come then to the Brafilian Obfervations, it hapned, that 
on the $th of March 166S. (Ji.n.) at j z Clock at Night, the 
Sun being then in Pifcis^ Father Eflancel began to fee this Ccv 
met a little above the Horizon from Weft to Eaft-South-Eaft- 
That which fomewhat furprifed him was, that at the very 
Beginning it appear'd in its greateft Bulk, and with extraordi- 
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nary Brightnefs, which is not ufiial in Comets, they being 
wont firft to appear fmall, and by little and little greater. 1 he 
Beginning of its Tayl was a little under the two lucid Stars, the 
i^tb and i6th. of thelVhale's-BiKk^ over which it then pafsM, 
Its Point being as 'twere at the Sth and ptb^ which are in the 
bottom of the IVJ^mle' s-he\ly ; and thus the whole Length there- 
of was of about 23 Degrees. The Globe or Head of it was fo 
fmall and thin^ that very few could difcern it with the 
naked Eye ; and the Father needed a Telefcope to fee it 
well. 

The 6th of Mmh it was cover'd with Clouds; and the 
7f/j of the Hime^ the former Brightnefs was fomewhat lefs, and 
become fo thin^ that the Eye could ealily fee the Stars that 
were behind it, which, by Conjecture, were the 14?/^ and 
2 otlu 

The %thy there were difcover'd more fix'd Stars behind the 
Chevelure; from the Sf/j, loth and iit/j Day, until it came 
to the little Uare and to Eridanm^ certain fmall Suxs^ being 
in that Celeftial River, did like wife Ihine forth through 

it. 

Tne Tayl was always diredly oppolite to the Sun; and 
when it appeared the firft Time, almoft Horizontal, it was feen 
in the Form of a Pillar, the Head ftanding a little under and on 
the Side of the Star of the Whale^ which is in the Latit. of 15 
deg.^6 7?nn. and in the Longit. of the it d. 42 ;;;/;;. of Anes. 
And the Point did jQiave the 14/^^, North of the three that are 
in the Belly, in the Latit. of 2 o /^. 30 ;//. and the Long, of 15 
d. 57 ;//. of A'icf. 

As to the Colour of this Comet, it was at firft very fplendid, 
and caft it felf with that Vividnefs upon the Se.\j that the Rays 
thereof were reverberated unto the Shore, where the Obfcr- 
vers ftood. But this Brightnefs lafted only for three Days, after 
which it did confiderably decay. But that which feem'd fome- 
what ftrange, was, that having loft fo much of its Light, yet its 
Bulk was not diniiniih'd but continued rather increafing until 
the Comet dif-appeared. 
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The P. Ejinnzel faith> he could not eflablJjGi any Thing cer- 
tain touching the true Magnitude of this Cornet^ becaufeitJaft- 
€d but a little Time^ and flood always near the Horizon. Mean 
time he obferved, that it pafTed more fwiftly thzuFenury which 
poifibly, at the Beginning of this Fhdnomenon^ might have paft 
the tenth Degree of Aries. Whence he infers^ that it was under 
Venm-^ yet: the Anticipation was not fo great^ that it could be 
believed to be under the Moon^ as he would have it^ adding^ 
that it could not be feen by all the ^habitants of the Southern 
Hemifphere, nor of the Europeans unto .the 78?!? deg. of the 
Northern Pole, to whom it was Horizontal^ and therefore hard- 
ly vifible by Reafon of the Vapours of the Atmofphere. 

It may be taken Notice of, that a Month before, upon a Re- 
port that a Comet had been ken towards the Morning in the 
Horizon of the riling Sun, and certain Carmelites^ that .live up- 
on a Hillock of the faid Town^ having affirmed, that they had 
obferved it feveral Times ; our F. Efianzel began to doubt, 
whether the Gomiet, he fa w, wei^e not the fame,- whic% more 
fwift than the Sun, according to. the Succe0ipn of the Signs 
might within that Time have gor clear of the Solar Rays 3 and 
hisSufpicion grew the ftronger, .becaufe the Heads was then 
turned towards the Sun, and tfaie.Tayl towards the Weft, oppo- 
flte to the fame. ^ 

It may alfo be noted, that at St, Salvador this Comet ap- 
pear'd not fo long, as at Rome and at Goa ^ but then, the Head 
thereof was feen in Brafil^ which was not not poffible to be fecn 
elfewhere. 

Brief Diredions how to Tan Leather according to the New In- 
mention of the Honourable Charles Howard of Norfolk, expert^ 
merited and appro'vcd of by divers of the principal Tanners ufing 
Leaden-hall MarM. 

f^Very Part of the Oak-tree, of what Age or Growth foever, 
^ and all Oaken Copice-wood, of any Age or Size, being cut 
and procured in Barking Time, will Tan all Sorts of Leather as 
well, at leaft, as Bark alone. 
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